THE LEADERSHIP EQUATION: 

GREAT POWER (PLUS) GREAT HUMILITY (PLUS) GREAT COMPASSIONS 00%, aka SUCCESS. 
WITHOUT THEM=0%, aka FAILURE. History is loaded with examples to attest to that fact. Ph: 1 -868-383-6184. 


My response to Opposition Leader, Kamla Persad Bissessar call, (carried below my response and underlined for focus) 
for removal of taxes on laptops and related IT devices, on Saturday the 5th September 2020, as online education will be 
part of our new normal. This is the SECOND ATTEMPT, by the Opposition, to address the failure, abuse and inefficiency 
in our NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, in this case our EDUCATION SYSTEM. Challenging the inefficiency in the Election and 
Boundaries Commission was the first attempt to start changing the abuse existing in so many NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

You are correct Opposition Leader. Another chance has been given to a group of people to lead with humility and 
compassion. If they fail God alone knows the consequences they will face. Thousands of senior citizens now support their 
underemployed children and parent less grandchildren, on small fixed pensions monthly. Reducing Internet, Electricity and 
WASA bills for such seniors in one residence only, can assist in recovery for TT. Paying what is owed to them, by NIB and 
other State Institutions, is compassion and genuine leadership. Ignoring our seniors and other vulnerable citizens, who still 
pay taxes, is abuse and displays lack of compassion, which is a vital component of greatness. The leadership equation: - 

GREAT POWER (PLUS) GREAT HUMILITY (PLUS) GREAT COMPASSION= 100%, aka SUCCESS. 

GREAT POWER WITHOUT THEM=0%, aka FAILURE.—Web Cloud: https://www.archive.Org/@mavawsec . 

A lot has to be done to reach as many committed citizens as possible, with all the resources left for us, by our ancestors 
and senior citizens, many still capable of experienced, mature and efficient service, starting with a comprehensive database 
of all that is available for a NATIONAL RECOVERY PLAN. If those with the power to lead now, do no wake up and smell 
the coffee , their future is guaranteed by the spirit which has genuine great power and does not have to boast about it. 

The opportunity to create greater supervision of our children's education, in our homes, is one which I strongly recommend 
we welcome with great enthusiasm, having seen what my grandson now requires to progress, with his Standard 1 Status. 
Having missed grasping that opportunity from preschool to Infants 2, the evidence based message, cannot be ignored more. 

I am calling on Government to remove all taxes on the sale of laptops and other Information Technology devices used for 

learning. This, in light of the ongoing CO VIP-19 pandemic that has pushed all classes online to reduce personal contact. 

In light of the fact that the previous Rowley Government scrapped the laptop programme, and failed to put anything in place 

to give students access to technology, measures should immediately be implemented to ease the burden on parents and 

guardians who now have to purchase devices to facilitate online learning. 

In this regard. I call for the immediate removal of all taxes on computers, laptops, tablets, and related eguipment in order to 

make it easier for parents and guardians to purchase laptops and other IT devices for their children to aid in their learning. 

More than sixty thousand children, as per the Ministry of Education’s own assessment, are excluded from online learning 

because they have no access to devices. 

The removal of the Online Purchase Tax, as well as the Value Added Tax, will automatically reduce the cost of purchasing 

these devices, making it more affordable given the circumstances. It is worth noting that these taxes were introduced by the 

Rowley regime in 2016, in spite of public disapproval. 

Additionally, unegual access to the internet by many children within our society poses another challenge. In 2015 the PNM 

promised to implement nationwide Wi-Fi if elected. The PNM promised again in 2020 but we are yet to see any fruition to 

this promise. 

The time to implement measures to increase Internet access is now, as it has become critical to students ’ ability to particip ate 

in the new normal of online learning. 


No child should be left behind. 


I trust that good sense will prevail, and the Government will implement these small but impactful policy suggestions for the 

benefit of the thousands of children of Trinidad and Tobago. 


Signed 


Donald D. Berment, Specialist, HSDS/NGA/DVC — donaldberment@qmail.com . Sun/6/9/2020. 































